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TASER USE — KEVIN SPRATT INCIDENT 

815. Hon KATE DOUST to the minister representing the Minister for Police: 

I refer to the tasering of Mr Spratt on 31 August 2008. 

(1) In relation to the advice sought from the Director of Public Prosecutions by the Commissioner of Police 
about whether charges should be laid against the police, did the commissioner limit his question to the 
two officers actually tasering Mr Spratt, or did he also seek advice in respect of the other officers who 
were restraining Mr Spratt while other officers were tasering him? 

(2) Were either of the two officers discharging their Tasers into Mr Spratt the arresting officers? 

(3) Did any of the lockup staff taser Mr Spratt? 

(4) Were any of the officers who were present in the lockup when Mr Spratt was tasered 13 times on 
31 August involved in any of the other events referred to in the Commissioner of Police’s flow chart? 

(5) Were officers who were involved in tasering Mr Spratt fully trained and up to date with their training in 
the use of Tasers? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) The DPP was provided with a copy of the DVD of the incident. The DPP was asked to consider 
whether charges should be laid against the two officers who used the Tasers. No specific request was 
made of the DPP about the conduct of the other officers present, nor was the DPP requested to refrain 
from considering the conduct of those officers. 

(2) Yes, one officer was an arresting officer. 

(3) Yes, one officer was an officer of the Perth watch-house. 

(4) In the time available a definitive response cannot be provided in respect to all events detailed on the 
time line. However, this will form part of the current investigation and review of matters related to 
police contact with Mr Spratt. 

(5) All officers were up to date with their use of force training. 
 


